Abstract
Introduction
Canine parvovirus (CPV) is the most significant viral cause of acute haemorrhagic enteritis and myocarditis in puppies over the age of 3-4 months (Hoelzer and Parrish, 2010) .
CPV is a single stranded DNA virus and is a major pathogen of dogs. Over a period of time enteric form of disease has predominated and it persists as a major problem in breeding kennels, or where vaccination is widely practiced (Sagazio et al., 1998) . The presence of CPV in India has been confirmed by Ramadass and Khader (Ramadass et al., 1982) . Strain of CPV present in India has been documented to be CPV 2a (Kumar and Dharmadheeran, (2008) . Although the disease is vaccinated against; there is still a chance of vaccine failure amongst pups. Canine parvovirus can affect all dogs, but unvaccinated dogs and puppies younger than four months old are at the most at risk. The virus affects dogs' gastrointestinal tracts and is spread by direct dog-to-dog contact and contact with contaminated stool, environments, or people. The virus can also contaminate kennel surfaces, food and water bowls, collars and leashes, and the hands and clothing of people who handle infected dogs (Reddy et al., 2015) . It can be transmitted from place to Page94 place on the hair or feet of dogs or via contaminated cages, shoes, or other objects. The canine parvovirus (CPV) infection is a highly contagious viral illness that affects dogs. Since there was no earlier report on the prevalence of CPV in and around Tirupati, So the present study was under taken to study the epidemiology of CPV infection. 
Materials and Methods

Present
Results and Discussion
The overall prevalence of CPV infection was calculated based on the results of HA and HI tests. Breed wise analysis of data indicated that highest prevalence in Spitz (43.75%), followed by Doberman reported highest prevalence of CPV among Doberman (50%) followed by German shepherd (41.1%),
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Spitz (32.5%) and least in Mongrel (19.56%). In the present study lowest prevalence of CPV in Mongrel may be due inherent resistance to the infection. In the present study, out of 135 faecal samples tested from the age group of 0-6 months, 55 were positive for CPV antigen, whereas 15 out of 62 faecal samples in the age group of 7-12 months and 2 faecal samples out of 20 samples from above 1 year age group were positive for CPV antigen and yielded an age wise prevalence of 40.74, 24.19 and 10 percent respectively. The results are depicted in Table-1 and Fig.2 . These findings are in agreement with Baruah et al. (2004) . The higher prevalence in younger pups could be due to inadequate innate immunity against virus and the close affinity of CPV for the rapidly dividing cells of the intestine in young animals (Banja et al., 2002) . In the present study prevalence was reduced with increase in age. Lowered prevalence in above 1 year dogs may be due to acquired immunity due to constant exposure to field virus.
Out of 126 and 91 male and female dogs tested 47 and 25 were positive with a prevalence of 37.30% and 27.47% respectively. The results are depicted in Table-2 
Summary
In the present study, the overall prevalence of CPV was 33.17% in and around Tirupati. Highest prevalence was noticed in Spitz breed than compare with others breeds, dogs between 0-6months age group dogs.
